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sion of the matter is incorrect it is doubtless owing
to a lack of explicitness on my part, in a desul-
tory conversation. Our relations as authors and
friends have been too intimate and pleasant to allow
me to even unintentionally misrepresent thee. I
would be the last person to believe that the crime
charged upon the accused persons is less detestable
and awful to thee than to myself."

Mr. Whittier had all his life the care and in-
terest of a statesman in regard to the details of
governmental policy, and never resisted the temp-
tation to give his advice, encouragement, and
warning to persons in power, especially if they
were of his own party and would be likely on that
account to listen to him. Notwithstanding his nat-
ural modesty and habit of self-depreciation, he real-
ized that his name was one that could be conjured
with, in his later years, and did not hesitate to try
its powers for any cause in which, or any person
in whom, he was interested. In 1887, he wrote to
a friend: " I feel sometimes that I have a word
to say that is needed, but I have not felt strong
enough to write, so the world must get on without
my shoulder to the wheel, and I guess it will."
His shoulder had been so long at the wheel that
it had become the habit of his life, and it was
difficult to break himself of it, even when old age
and weakness gave him good excuse for inaction.
In all great reforms there are among the leaders
some narrow and active men who maintain their
leadership because so narrow in their views. Of
the wedge of reform they make the sharp point.
Some one has said of Wesley that he was so intent